Amendment Under 37 C.F.R. §1.111 

Serial No.: 10/502,402 

SUGHRUE MION, PLLC Ref: Q82699 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (currently amended): In a coil spring of closed-end type, said coil spring is 

characterized in that a coupler , having a length less than a quarter of a circle of the coil is 
fixedly mounted between: an outer peripheral surface of a terminal convolution of a coil element 
rod of the coil spring of closed-end type, said terminal convolution being partially flattened in 
cross section through a flattening process; and an outer peripheral surface of a subsequent 
convolution subsequent to said terminal convolution of the coil spring of closed-end type, so that 
said coupler is brought into close contact with said outer peripheral surface of each of said 
terminal convolution and said subsequent convolution of the coil spring of closed-end type, 
whereby an amount of initial deflection of the coil spring of closed-end type is decreased when 
the coupler is compressed between the outer peripheral surface of said terminal convolution and 
the outer peripheral surface of said subsequent convolution^ 

wherein said coupler is fixedly held between the terminal convolution and the subsequent 
convolution of the coil element rod of the coil spring in an uncompressed state of the coil spring 
without a gap between the outer peripheral surface of the terminal convolution and a first surface 
of the coupler and without a gap between the outer peripheral surface of the subsequent 
convolution and a second surface of the coupler . 
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2. (previously presented): The coil spring of closed-end type decreased in the amount of 
initial deflection as set forth in claim 1, wherein said coupler is made of an elastic material. 

3. (new): The coil spring of closed-end type in the amount of initial deflection as set 
forth in claim 1 , wherein the first surface and second surface of the coupler are fixedly held in 
contact with the outer peripheral surface of the terminal convolution and the outer peripheral 
surface of the subsequent convolution, respectively, by an adhesive. 
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